
EL LEGAL AND REGULATORY INDICES SNAPSHOT SSA POWER MARKETS: 
Legal Provisions Promoting Climate Change and Policies on Carbon Trading 

SSA COUNTRIES THAT ARE SIGNATORIES TO THE 
PARIS AGREEMENT1

•	 Angola
•	 Benin
•	 Botswana
•	 Burkina Faso
•	 Burundi
•	 Cameroon
•	 Cape Verde
•	 Central African Republic
•	 Chad
•	 Comoros
•	 Democratic Republic of Congo
•	 Congo-Brazzaville
•	 Cote d’Ivoire
•	 Djibouti
•	 Equatorial Guinea
•	 Eswatini
•	 Ethiopia
•	 Gabon
•	 Gambia
•	 Ghana
•	 Guinea
•	 Guinea Bissau
•	 Kenya
•	 Lesotho
•	 Liberia

•	 Madagascar
•	 Malawi
•	 Mali
•	 Mauritania
•	 Mauritius
•	 Mozambique
•	 Namibia
•	 Niger
•	 Nigeria
•	 Rwanda
•	 Sao Tome and Principe
•	 Senegal
•	 Seychelles
•	 Sierra Leone
•	 Somalia
•	 South Africa
•	 South Sudan
•	 Sudan
•	 Tanzania
•	 Togo
•	 Uganda
•	 Zambia
•	 Zimbabwe

SSA COUNTRIES THAT HAVE SIGNED BUT NOT RATIFIED THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT2

•	 Eritrea

SSA Countries that are Signatories to the Paris Agreement



Country Legislation
Number of 
Policies

Scope of Climate Change Promotion 
Initiatives

Level of Receptivity 
to Climate Change 
Promotion (High, 
Medium, and Low)4

Benin •	 Law No. 2018/18 on Regulating Climate Change 3 policies5

 (Economy-wide climate targets, Carbon 
Tax, National Committee on Climate 
Change)

High

Burkina Faso

•	 Law No. 012-2014 / NA on the prevention and management of risks, humanitarian crises 
and disasters

•	 Law no. 008-2014/AN (concerning framework law on sustainable development)
•	 Law no. 006-2013 (on the Code for the Environment)
•	 Law of finance 2013 relative to the deletion of customs charges on equipment and material 

of solar energy

8 policies6

 (Economy-wide climate targets, customs 
and VAT exemptions for solar equipment, 
climate change adaptation fund)

Ethiopia

•	 Proclamation no. 810/2013 on energy
•	 Proclamation creating the Ministry of Environment and Forestry 2013
•	 Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission Establishment Proclamation 1995
•	 Rural Electrification Fund Establishment Proclamation (No. 317 of 2003)
•	 Proclamation to provide for the establishment of the Disaster Prevention and Preparedness 

Fund and its administration 2000
•	 The Electricity Proclamation (No.86-1997)

11 policies7  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Ghana

•	 Renewable Energy Act 2011
•	 Ghana Meteorological Agency Act, 2004 (Act 682)
•	 Energy Commission Act 1997
•	 National Disaster Management Organisation Act, 1996 (No. 517)

6 policies8  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Ivory Coast

•	 Constitution of Côte d’Ivoire
•	 Law No. 2015-537 (Agricultural Guidance of Cote d’Ivoire)
•	 Law n° 2014-427 (Ivorian forestry code)
•	 Law No. 2014-132 relating to the code of electricity
•	 2014-390 Act of 20 June 2014 guidance on sustainable development

10 policies9

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, 
reduced VAT on solar energy production 
equipment)

Kenya

•	 Climate Change Act, 2016
•	 National Drought Management Authority Act (No.4 of 2016)
•	 Environmental Management and Coordination (Amendment) Act (EMCA)
•	 Energy Act 2006, Parts of which is executed by the Energy Management Regulations 2012
•	 Environment and Land Court Act (Cap. 12A)

14 policies10

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, fiscal 
incentives under the form of tax rebates, 
forest conservation and management, 
emission licences)

Mali

•	 Ordinance No. 2016-007 P-RM of 25 February 2016 establishing the Project to Strengthen 
Resilience to Food Insecurity in Mali

•	 Ordinance No. 2014-012-P-RM of 1 October 2014 establishing the Renewable Energy 
Agency of Mali

24 policies11

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, 
tax exemptions on renewable energy 
equipment importation)

Namibia •	 Disaster Risk Management Act, 2012 11 policies12

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, feed-
in tariffs for renewables)

Nigeria •	 Regulations on feed-in-tariff for renewable energy sourced electricity in Nigeria 2015 16 policies13

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, 
feed-in tariffs for renewables, gender 
integration)

Senegal
•	 Renewable Energy Law (No. 2010-21)
•	 Law 2010-22 Regulating the Biofuels Industry
•	 Environment Code (Law 2001-01)

16 policies14

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, feed-
in tariffs for renewables, tax incentives 
for renewable energy development, 
VAT exemption for renewable energy 
equipment)

Seychelles

•	 Meteorology Act 2015
•	 Conservation and Climate Adaptation Trust of Seychelles Act 2015
•	 Disaster Risk Management Act 2014
•	 Energy Act 2012

7 policies15

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, feed-
in tariffs for renewables)

South Africa

•	 Carbon Tax Act 15
•	 Taxation Laws Amendment Act, 2009 - Sections 12K and 12L inserted in Act 58
•	 National Energy Act 2008
•	 Carbon Emissions Motor Vehicles tax (within 2009-2010 budget)
•	 Integrated Coastal Management Act (No.24 of 2008)
•	 Disaster Management Act (No.57)

11 policies16

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, CO2 
emissions tax, income tax exemptions, 
carbon tax)

Level of Receptivity to Climate Change Promotion3



Angola
•	 Law No.27/15 amending Law No.14-A/96 on the Basic Law on Electricity
•	 Law 06/10 on Sugar Cane Production for Biofuel

21 policies17  (Economy-wide climate targets, biofuel 
production)

Medium

Burundi •	 No Laws 11 policies18  (Economy-wide climate targets, off grid 
renewable energy production and use)

Cameroon •	 Law N° 2011/022 Of Governing the Electricity Sector in Cameroon 4 policies19  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Central African 
Republic

•	 Law no. 08.222 (on the forestry code)
•	 Law no. 08-18 (on biofuels)

0 policies
 (Economy-wide climate targets, biofuel 
production)

Congo Republic
•	 Law no 23 - 2012 establishing the National Institute of Forestry Research
•	 Law no. 15-2003 (creating the National Rural Electrification Agency)

7 policies20  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
(DRC)

•	 Law No. 14/011 (Electricity Sector)
•	 Law No. 14/003 on Protection of the Nature
•	 Law No. 11/022 (Fundamental Agricultural Law)

2 policies21  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Eritrea •	 No Laws 2 policies22  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Eswatini 
(Swaziland)

•	 No Laws 6 policies23  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Gabon •	 Law no 002/2014 on sustainable development 6 policies24  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Gambia
•	 Renewable Energy Act 2013
•	 Electricity Act, 2005

6 policies25  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Guinea
•	 Code de l’Environnement du 04 Juillet 2019
•	 Ordinary law L/2017/060/AN (Forest Code)

7 policies26  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Guinea Bissau •	 Law no. 1/2011 (approving the Basic Law on the Environment) 1 policy27  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Lesotho •	 Environment Act 2008 (No. 10 of 2008) 5 policies28  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Liberia
•	 Environmental Protection and Management Law of the Republic of Liberia 2002
•	 Act creating the Environment Protection Agency of the Republic of Liberia 2002

6 policies29  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Madagascar

•	 Law No. 2017-021 on the reform of the National Electricity Fund (FNE)
•	 Law n ° 2015-031 on the National Policy of Risk Management and Catastrophes
•	 Law No. 2013-002 (flood protection)
•	 Law 2003-010 National Strategy for Disaster Risk Management

6 policies30  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Malawi

•	 Environment Management Act (No.19 of 2017)
•	 Energy Regulation Act 2004
•	 Rural Electrification Act 2004
•	 Disaster Preparedness and Relief Act (Cap. 33:05) 1992

11 policies31  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Mauritania •	 Law no. 2000-045 (on the Environmental Code) 2 policies32  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Mauritius

•	 The Finance (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2021
•	 Climate Change Act 2020 (no 11/2020)
•	 National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Act 2016 (No. 2 of 2016)
•	 Renewable Energy Agency Act 2015 (No. 11 of 2015)
•	 Energy Efficiency Act 2011

5 policies33  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Mozambique
•	 Law 15/2014 Establishing the Framework for Disaster Management, Including Prevention 

and Mitigation
11 policies34  (Economy-wide climate targets, 

promotion of renewable energy use)

Niger •	 Law no. 98-56 (Framework Law on Environmental Management) 3 policies35  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Rwanda

•	 Law N°48/2018 on the environment
•	 Law no 63/2013 determining the mission, organization and functioning of Rwanda Environ-

ment Management Authority
•	 Law No. 16 of 22 May 2012, determining the Organisation, Functioning and Mission of the 

National Fund for Environment (FONERWA)
•	 Ministerial Order No. 003/16.01 of 15 July 2010 Preventing Activities that Pollute the At-

mosphere
•	 Organic Law 4/2005 determining the modalities of protection, conservation, and promotion 

of environment in Rwanda

7 policies36  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Sierra Leone
•	 Sierra Leone Meteorological Agency Act 8/2017
•	 The National Protected Area Authority and Conservation Trust Fund Act, 2012

13 policies37  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Tanzania

•	 Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute Act (No. 10 of 2016)
•	 Disaster Management Act (No. 17 of 2015)
•	 Public Health Act (No. 1 of 2010)
•	 The Environmental Management Act (EMA) 2005

11 policies38  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Togo
•	 Law on the promotion of electricity generation from renewable sources 2018
•	 Law 2008-005 - Framework Law on the Environment

12 policies39  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Uganda
•	 National Climate Change Act 2021
•	 The National Environment Act 2019
•	 Uganda National Meteorological Authority Act, 2012

9 policies40  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Zambia

•	 Constitution of Zambia 2016
•	 The Forests Act, 2015
•	 The Water Resources Management Act, 2011
•	 Disaster Management Act no 13/2010
•	 The Energy Regulations Act (Chapter 436)
•	 The Energy Regulation (Energy) (Definition) Order, 2008

14 policies41

 (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use, 
gender equality integration)

Zimbabwe

•	 Energy Regulatory Authority Act, Act No.3 of 2011 (Chapter 13:23)
•	 Environmental Management Act (EMA), Act No.13 of 2002 (Chapter 20:27), revisions un-

der Act No.5 of 2004 (s.23) and Act No.6 of 2005 (s.28)
•	 Electricity Act, Act No.4 of 2002 (Chapter 13:19), revision under Act No.3 of 2003
•	 Civil Protection Act 1989

11 policies42  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)



Botswana •	 No Laws 5 policies43  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Low

Cape Verde •	 No Laws 7 policies44  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Chad •	 No Laws 3 policies45  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Comoros •	 No Laws 1 policy46  (Economy-wide climate targets, 
promotion of renewable energy use)

Djibouti

•	 Law no. 90-AN-15-7th L establishing the legislative framework relating to energy efficiency
•	 Law No. 32/AN/13/ 7th L establishing the Djibouti Office of Geothermal Energy 

Development (ODDEG)
•	 Law No. 140/AN/06/5th on National Risk and Disaster Management Policy

5 policies47  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Equatorial Guinea •	 No Laws 1 policy48  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Sao Tome and 
Principe

•	 No Laws 3 policies49  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Somalia •	 No Laws 6 policies50  (Economy-wide climate targets)

South Sudan •	 No Laws 3 policies51  (Economy-wide climate targets)

Sudan •	 No Laws 1 policy52  (Economy-wide climate targets)



COUNTRY POLICY
Ethiopia Climate Resilient Green Economy (CRGE) Strategy 2012
Kenya National Climate Change Action Plan (2018)
Rwanda Green Growth and Climate Resilience National Strategy for Climate Change and Low Carbon, 2011
Mauritius Maurice Ile Durable (MID) 2008 & National Environment Policy 2007
Uganda Climate Change Act 2021
Gabon Sustainable Development Law, 2015

DISCLAIMER

The devised method of data representation and the mode of populating the figures 
and information in this snapshot document is not premised on and does not in any 
way imply the opinion of International Organizations, Ministries, Governmental 
Bodies and Regulatory Entities of SSA countries, relating to the legal status of the 
country, the territory, boundary, or delimitation of the country’s frontiers.
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