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INTRODUCTION

Greenwashing, a term coined in 1986, refers to the deceptive practice of
companies making false or exaggerated claims about the environmental benefits
of their products, services, or operations. In the renewable energy sector, this often
involves misleading marketing that portrays fossil fuel-derived energy as "green”
or overstating sustainability credentials without substantive action. For instance,
companies may rely on regulatory loopholes, such as purchasing Renewable
Energy Guarantees of Origin (REGOs) certificates separately from actual
renewable energy generation, to falsely label their energy as environmentally

friendly.

Africa has seen significant growth in cross-border renewable energy projects,
driven by its vast renewable resource potential and increasing regional
cooperation. Initiatives like the Grand Inga Dam and solar energy projects across
the Sahel exemplify efforts to address energy deficits, while promoting clean
energy. These projects often involve foreign investors, multinational corporations,
and regional organizations such as the African Union and ECOWAS, which play

criticalrolesinfinancing and implementing these initiatives

However, the rise of greenwashing poses a serious threat to Africa’s sustainable
energy transition. Misleading claims undermine trust in renewable energy
projects, divert resources from genuinely sustainable initiatives, and hinder
progress toward climate goals. Addressing greenwashing is essential for ensuring
transparency, protecting local communities from exploitation, and fostering an
ethical transition to clean energy systems that genuinely benefit economies and

the environment.
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Legal and Enforcement Challenges

The legal landscape for renewable energy in Africa is shaped by international,
regional, and national frameworks. Internationally, agreements like the Paris
Agreement and the UNFCCC provide broad guidelines for sustainable energy
development. Regionally, frameworks such as the African Free Trade Continental
Agreement (AfCFTA) and the Convention of the African Energy Commission aim to
promote cooperation and investment in renewable energy across the continent.
Nationally, countries have developed policies and laws to support the growth of
renewable energy sectors, often including provisions for environmental impact

assessments and corporate social responsibility.

However, existing legal frameworks often struggle to effectively address
greenwashing. Weaknesses in these laws include vague definitions of
sustainability and a lack of specific penalties for misleading environmental
claims. This ambiguity makes it difficult for regulatory bodies to identify and
prosecute instances of greenwashing, allowing companies to exploit loopholes
and continue making unsubstantiated claims about their environmental

performance.

Monitoring, verifying, and enforcing compliance with environmental regulations
pose significant challenges in Africa. The capacity of regulatory agencies is often
limited by inadequate resources, insufficient expertise, and political interference.
This results in a lack of effective oversight, allowing companies to operate with
minimal scrutiny. Furthermore, energy agreements and project details are

frequently shrouded in secrecy, making it difficult for civil society and independent
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watchdogs to access information necessary for holding companies accountable

for theirenvironmental claims.

The limited transparency in energy agreements exacerbates these challenges.
Without access to detailed project information, it becomes nearly impossible to
assess whether companies are meeting their sustainability commitments. This
opacity not only hinders accountability, but also undermines public trust in
renewable energy projects, potentially slowing the transition to cleaner energy
sources. Addressing these legal and enforcement gaps is crucial for ensuring that
Africa’'s renewable energy sector develops in a transparent and sustainable

manner.



Implications and Case Studies

Greenwashing in Africa’s renewable energy sector has far-reaching implications
for communities, economies, and climate goals. By presenting misleading claims
about environmental benefits, corporations and foreign investors undermine trust
in renewable energy initiatives, divert resources from genuinely sustainable
projects, and exacerbate socio-economic inequalities. Communities often bear
the brunt of these practices, as seen in North African countries like Morocco and
Egypt, where European-backed renewable energy projects prioritize exports over
local needs. In Morocco, for example, large-scale green hydrogen projects have
displaced local populations and consumed scarce water resources, while the
country continues to rely on fossil fuels domestically. Similarly, in Egypt, significant
European investment in gas reserves has led to environmental degradation,
including soil erosion and water contamination, while polluting fuels are

increasingly usedlocally to free up gas for export.

Case studies further illustrate the damaging effects of greenwashing. In Kenya, a
wind energy project funded by international investors faced allegations of
corruption and human rights abuses tied to irregular land acquisitions that
displaced Indigenous communities. Despite claims of sustainability and limited
social responsibility initiatives, the project’'s green credentials masked serious
ethical violations. This reflects a broader pattern in which renewable energy
projects are used as a veneer for exploitative practices that harm vulnerable
populations. Additionally, in Morocco's Ouarzazate solar project, hailed as a
flagship renewable initiative, local communities have criticized the lack of

tangible benefits and displacement caused by land acquisition for the project.

K :



Civil society organizations, media outlets, and independent watchdogs play a
crucial role in exposing these misleading practices. Groups like Greenpeace have
highlighted the socio-environmental costs of greenwashing in North Africa,
calling out the “green colonialism” of European nations that externalize their
environmental responsibilities to African countries. Investigative journalism and
advocacy campaigns have also brought attention to the exploitation of local
communities under the guise of sustainability. These efforts are essential for
holding corporations accountable and ensuring that renewable energy projects
align with ethical and sustainable development goals. By amplifying these voices
and fostering greater transparency, Africa can mitigate the risks of greenwashing

and promote a just transition to clean energy systems.
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Policy Recommendations
and the Way Forward

To address the challenges posed by greenwashing in Africa’'s renewable energy
sector, several policy recommendations can be implemented to ensure

transparency, accountability, and sustainability.
Strengthening Regulatory Oversight, Disclosure, and Reporting Requirements

Strengthening regulatory oversight is crucial for combating greenwashing.
Governments should establish clear, enforceable standards for environmental
claims and require companies to disclose detailed sustainability reports. These
reports should include specific metrics on carbon emissions, water usage, and
community engagement. Regular audits and inspections can help verify
compliance, and penalties should be imposed for non-compliance. Additionally,
making these reports publicly accessible can empower civil society and media to

scrutinize claims and hold companies accountable.
Independent Third-Party Verification and Certification Mechanisms

Implementing independent third-party verification and certification mechanisms
can provide assurance that renewable energy projects meet genuine
sustainability standards. Organizations like the International Organization for
Standardization (ISO) can develop and certify standards for environmental
sustainability in energy projects. This would involve rigorous audits and
assessments to ensure that companies’ claims align with actual practices.
Certification can also enhance credibility and trust among investors and

consumers, encouraging more responsible investmentin the sector.
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Regional Cooperation for Harmonized Legal and Enforcement Frameworks

Regional cooperation is essential for creating harmonized legal and enforcement
frameworks across Africa. Organizations such as the African Union and regional
economic communities can facilitate the development of common standards
and regulations for renewable energy projects. This harmonization would prevent
companies from exploiting differences in national laws to engage in
greenwashing. It would also facilitate cross-border collaboration in monitoring
and enforcement, ensuring that companies cannot evade accountability by

operatingin jurisdictions with weaker regulations.
Public-Private Partnerships toiImprove Accountability and Governance

Public-private partnerships (PPPs) can play a significant role in enhancing
accountability and governance in the renewable energy sector. By involving civil
society, private companies, and government agencies in project planning and
oversight, PPPs can ensure that projects are designed with sustainability and
community benefits in mind. These partnerships can also leverage private sector
resources and expertise to improve regulatory capacity and enforcement, while
ensuring that public interests are protected. Additionally, PPPs can facilitate the
development of innovative financing models that reward genuine sustainability

achievements, furtherincentivizing ethical practicesin the sector.
Enhancing Transparencyin Energy Agreements

Enhancing transparency in energy agreements is vital for preventing
greenwashing. Governments should ensure that all project details, including
financial terms, environmental impact assessments, and community
engagement plans, are publicly available. This transparency can help prevent
corruption and ensure that projects are aligned with national development goals

and international sustainability standards. Civil society and media can play a
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crucial role in scrutinizing these agreements and holding governments and

companies accountable.
Capacity Building for Regulatory Agencies

Capacity building for regulatory agencies is essential for effective enforcement of
anti-greenwashing measures. Governments should invest in training programs
for regulatory officials to enhance their expertise in environmental law, auditing,
and compliance monitoring. Additionally, international cooperation can provide
access to best practices and technologies that support effective oversight and
enforcement. By strengthening the capacity of regulatory agencies, Africa can

ensure thatits renewable energy sector develops sustainably and ethically.



CONCLUSIOR

Greenwashing in Africa’'s renewable energy sector presents significant challenges
to achieving a sustainable and equitable energy transition. Misleading
environmental claims undermine trust in renewable energy projects, displace
vulnerable communities, and divert resources away from genuinely impactful
initiatives. Case studies from countries like Morocco, Egypt, and Kenya highlight
how greenwashing exacerbates socio-economic inequalities, while failing to
address the continent's pressing energy needs. These practices not only harm
local populations; but also hinder Africa’s ability to meet its climate goals and

contribute meaningfully to global decarbonization efforts.

To combat these challenges, stronger legal and policy measures are urgently
needed to ensure transparency and accountability in renewable energy
investments. This includes enforcing stricter regulations on environmental claims,
enhancing monitoring and verification mechanisms, and increasing the capacity
of regulatory agencies. Transparency in energy agreements and independent
third-party certifications can further help expose greenwashing practices, while

fostering trustamong stakeholders.

Governments, regional organizations, and international partners must play a
proactive role in promoting ethical and sustainable renewable energy
investments. Regional cooperation through bodies like the African Union can
harmonize legal frameworks, while international financing institutions can provide
the resources needed to scale up clean energy projects responsibly. By prioritizing
accountability and inclusivity, Africa has the opportunity to lead a just transition to
renewable energy that benefits both its people and the planet. Only through
coordinated efforts can the continent unlock its vast renewable potential, while

ensuring thatits developmentis both sustainable and equitable.
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